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Abstract 

This paper looks at the current transformation in higher education in Nigeria on the basis of 
which a proposal is offered for it to adopt a more realistic approach in order to enhance a 
practical functionality. Some of the problems of Nigeria’s higher education system are the 
very low students enrolment into Fine and Applied Arts and failure to prepare and encourage 
students in its tertiary institutions to acquire skills that will help them develop the right mind 
set as well as creative spirits so as to become functional and more productive to themselves 
and the immediate society. To transform Nigeria’s higher education and make its 
practicability a reality, it is therefore recommended that programmes based entrepreneurship 
like Fine and Applied Arts, technical education, agricultural science, home economics, 
business studies education, etc be offered and taught in all tertiary institutions. Learners 
should be properly equipped with enough teaching materials, equipment for practicals and 
also trained professional teachers be employed in order to promote quality products from its 
tertiary institutions.  
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The purpose of education in any country whether developed or developing is not just that of 
developing learners intellectually, but promoting functionalism and enforcing practical learning, since 
they are the powerful forces in shaping the course of a person’s life. It is also aimed at helping 
individuals become functionally independent to positively impact the society.  

Education generally should help students possess transferable and marketable skills so that 
majority of the citizens become well informed and capable of participating actively in society. Any 
education worth its onions should lead to self-reliance through creative inventions and productivity. 
The National Policy on Education (2004) emphasizes acquisition of competencies necessary for self-
reliance yet, in Nigeria and many developing countries of the World, the problem of unemployment 
and under employment is worsening because education in these countries is not functional enough to 
promote productivity.  

The present trend in Nigeria where graduates are seen roaming the streets because they could 
not get government employment inspite of the fact that entrepreneurship education has been 
introduced into the curriculum of all tertiary institutions, calls for a re-examination of Nigerian 
educational system. This is because entrepreneurship education which is expected to make graduates 
to metamorphose or transform from job seekers to job creators however, this is yet to be attained. This 
is not the case in Nigeria’s higher education system partly due to very low enrolment of students into 
the Fine and Applied Arts courses in most Nigeria’s tertiary institutions. 

The few students that graduate from these institutions lack the required skills to operate on 
their own successfully. This might be blamed largely on poor funding by government, inadequate 
number of professionally trained lecturers in the tertiary institutions and inadequate provision of 
learning facilities and equipment as observed by Mamza (2013).  

According to Azubuike (2006), entrepreneurship is about self-reliance in employment, in 
creativity and in risk taking. The tertiary institutions should therefore direct more resources in this 
direction in order to transform graduates so as to compete favourably with their counterparts in other 
developed nations of the World.  

Ohio in Aliyu (2011) describes entrepreneurship as a “process of identifying, developing and 
bringing a vision to life. The vision may be an innovative idea, an opportunity or simply a better way 
to do something. The end result of this process is the creation of a new venture formed under 
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condition of risk and considerable uncertainty”. This is why an entrepreneurship is seen/regarded as a 
person who posses skills and techniques to provide services, take risks and is also self-employed. An 
entrepreneur is described as “someone who develops ideas through the identification of needs and 
opportunities, transforms the idea in an innovative manner into business and assumes all risk in the 
process” (Adedokun in Amurade 2011).   

It is worthy of note that the type of education a nation gives to her citizens determines the 
success of such citizens in the highly competitive global economy. It is therefore unarguable that a 
nation’s overall development is in extricable linked to its educational system. There is therefore, a dire 
need for Nigeria to develop her resource base so as to embrace the new era of creative and 
transformative education through entrepreneurship education. Entrepreneurship offers practical 
education to students in tertiary institutions in Fine and Applied Arts, Science and Technology, 
Languages, Social Sciences, Vocational Education, etc. This reduces the high rate of poverty, 
providing training and support to enable individuals establish careers in small and medium scale 
businesses. Functional or practical education therefore drives the creativity needed in order to 
transform our education towards national development.  
 
Transformation 

The Webster’s New Explorer Encyclopedic Dictionary (2006 Ed) defines the word transform 
as to change in composition or structure, to change the outward form or appearance of something or 
someone, to change in character or condition. Transformation as it relates to Nigeria’s higher 
education refers to the various changes in the composition and structure or changes that have been 
effected in the products of its institutions.   
 
Education 

Education is the process of acquiring knowledge, skills and other capabilities. Education 
could be formal with clearly intended consequences. It is a universal aspect of any culture. Although 
it is a universal feature of society, educational systems vary according to organizational structures, 
pedagogical practices, and philosophical and cultural organizations (Kunle and Rotimi 2006). 

Education has also been defined by Abiodun and Adekola (2012) as a worldwide 
phenomenon. It is present in all societies, all the time and cuts across all stages of human and national 
development. This implies that man must continue to learn through life either within the school 
system or outside it, to complement the already acquired knowledge or training. Adekola and Kumben 
(2012) noted that education is one of the potent tools for human capital and societal development.  
 
Higher Education 

Jaja (2013) defined higher education as that type of education that refers to the Western type 
of education which is organized after college education. Policies are drawn up to guide and direct 
such institutions by Government. In the higher education laws are to be found rules and regulations 
guiding the type of buildings, facilities, equipment required in the institution, the entry qualifications 
of students, their ages, the curricula, the rules guiding students movement, the qualifications of the 
teachers, their workloads their conditions of service and the students certification and graduation. 
There is usually quality control mechanism, in the case of Nigeria it is the Universities and the 
National Universities Commission (NUC) that is saddled with that responsibility for all Universities 
in Nigeria. The Nigerian Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) supervises the affairs of all 
colleges of education while the Nigeria Commission for Polytechnics supervises polytechnics in the 
Federation. It becomes obvious that for Nigeria to effectively grow and develop it needs the 
universities and other tertiary institutions like the polytechnics, colleges of education, college of 
nursing/midwifery, college of agriculture, etc to be upgraded and expanded to accommodate more 
students. 

Higher education refers to all organized learning activities at the tertiary level. The National 
Policy on Education (2004) defined tertiary education to include, universities, colleges of education, 
polytechnics and monotechnics. Tertiary education is aimed at: 

a. contributing to national development through high level relevant manpower training. 
b. developing and inculcating proper values for the survival of the individual and society. 
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c. developing the intellectual capability of individual to understand and appreciate their local 
and external environment.  

d. acquiring both physical and intellectual skills which will enable individuals to be self- reliant 
and useful members of the society. 

e. promoting and encouraging scholarship and community services. 
f. forging and cementing national unity and  
g. promoting national and international understanding and interaction.  

 
History has it that “a commission was set up in 1943 for the establishment of higher institutions in 

Nigeria which report was published in 1945 and endorsed in 1947” (Babalola, D. O. 1986). Before 
then, Yaba College was founded in 1932 and relocated to Ibadan. This resulted to the establishment of 
higher institutions in Nigeria, starting with the Nigeria College of Arts, Science and Technology 
(NCAST). It started in Ibadan in 1948 and late; the department of Fine Arts took off in 1953 and 
moved to Zaria in 1955, where Fine Arts courses were offered, thereby producing graduates who have 
impacted the society by setting up art clubs, studios, holding seminars and exhibitions. The Zaria 
school became a university in 1961 October.     

The establishment of other higher institutions in Nigeria followed with University of Nsukka, 
University of Ife, University of Lagos and more that sprang up around the country (universities, 
Polytechnics and Colleges of Education). These higher institutions were established to train people in 
different fields of endeavour. Among all the higher institutions established, not all the universities, 
colleges of education and polytechnics offer Fine Arts courses, a basis of training entrepreneurs for 
self-reliance.  
 
The Concepts of Art, Fine and Applied Arts 

Banjoko (2009) defines art as “a very wide human activity involving some skills, it is 
imaginative, creative and aesthetic in nature”. One significant thing about art is that it affects almost 
every aspect of man’s life. He further explains that art is the universal language of self-expression of 
man in his cultural and natural environment through the use of some materials, skills and technique to 
produce various works for self-satisfaction, utility and beauty or aesthetics.  

Fine and Applied Arts according to Mwark (2013) are directly under the visual art. She stated 
that ‘Fine Arts” has to do with appreciating the beautiful and that it is we used to describe that branch 
of art which has no other function than the appeal it makes to man’s sense of beauty and higher 
emotion. Drawing, paintings, sculpture, Architecture are examples of Fine Arts. Applied Arts are also 
called industrial, functional or plastic arts. Examples of Applied Arts are graphics, textiles, ceramics, 
photography, interior design, furniture design, metal work and industrial design etc.  

Uzoagba (2000) states that Applied Arts are those arts which are concerned with the making 
of objects to serve a particular purpose or perform a certain function. The main purpose is to make 
something useful and of commercial value. Often, such objects are beautiful as well.  

Those arts that are not considered under the fine and applied arts are classified under the 
dramatic or theatre arts, or sometimes referred to as performing arts. Examples of such arts are music, 
dance, drama, poetry, journalism, folklore, and literature. In music and drama, the artist uses words 
and actions to express himself and communicates his feelings to his audience directly without the 
intervention of a visual medium of communication.  
 
The Role of Fine and Applied Arts in Transforming Higher Education in Nigeria  

Art, according to Okpu in Eze (1995), has been the life wire of every society over the years 
touching every sphere of human life and activity. This is why art is considered a universal language. 
Art is concerned primarily with the creation of beauty and generally taken to include painting, 
sculpture, and architecture. Poetry and music are sometimes added. (The New Encyclopedia 
Britannica IV, 140). Just like any vocational education programme, its aim is to train individuals to 
acquire skills for gainful employment in any of the above mentioned subject areas and become self 
reliant.  

In a developing country like Nigeria, a sound knowledge and artistic skills is very necessary 
to build a strong, self reliant, dynamic and an egalitarian society. Uzoka and Okafor (2002) noted that 
the development of skills varies with the nature complexity and the type of activity. Individuals who 
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go for the skills training should posses the requirements and interest. Skills development in the fine 
and applied arts is therefore very important for prudent harnessing of the nation’s human resources for 
the promotion of economic emancipation, political stability, socio-cultural and religious integration 
and peaceful co-existence. 

The philosophy of Fine and Applied Art is centered to the acquisition of knowledge and skills 
that can be applied for purposeful living in one’s environment or in the larger society. Read in Alau 
and Olatere (2001) sees Fine and Applied Arts Education as a process of instilling artistic skills for 
visual, literacy expression in the art of images, sounds, movements, tools and utensils. This implies 
that anyone who has acquired the skills of making good sounds can be an orator or poet (literary art). 
Likewise, one who has the skills of making tools and utensils can be a good craftsman (applied arts). 

There are several areas in the field of Fine and Applied Arts where by an individuals can be 
trained to become skillful, creative and inventive to the extent of being able to produce different art 
works either for aesthetic value or to perform certain functions in houses, offices, halls or even 
outside in the streets and recreation centers. These areas include – painting, sculpture, textiles design; 
ceramics, graphic art, drama, photography, music, dance, play writing, etc. 

Due to much improvement in creativity and inventions, various fields in the Fine and Applied 
Arts have witnessed great improvement and new media techniques and products of art are found and 
seen everywhere in the Nigerian Societies. Colleges of Education and Universities offer courses in 
Fine and Applied Arts and students admitted are taught all these courses at the end of their studies 
they specialize in one of the subject areas. They are exposed to these skills in order to make them 
competent enough to teach in primary schools, junior/senior secondary schools or even open up their 
own art studios where they render services to people who need such services. Income generated from 
such services makes them self reliant and sometimes employers of labour.  

Some examples of the services rendered or products are graphic art works like 
signboards/posts, bill boards, neon signs, traffic/road signs, posters, handbills, calendars, greeting 
cards, wedding cards, banners, printing on mugs, face – caps, T-shirts, rubber stamps, office labels, 
desk name plates, name tags, etc. Works in painting include portrait paintings, landscape, still life 
imaginative composition paintings, abstract paintings, etc. Such works are bought and used to 
decorate private and public places. Works in textile design include clothes dyeing, tie and dye works, 
batik, embroidery, tapestry, etc.    
In ceramics, the artists can produce mugs, flower vases, ash trays, bowls, jugs, jars etc which can be 
done in commercial quantities using the potter’s wheel. The artists can venture into sculpture, drama 
and photography where they can become real professionals and become self reliant. 
 
Conclusion  

Skills acquired through the learning of Fine and Applied Arts could be useful in upgrading 
and transforming the lives of individuals, especially youths who are very strong and energetic and 
prone to social vices such as robbery, drug addiction, kidnapping in the society. This will drastically 
reduce the rate at which Nigerians run to Europe, U.S.A., South Africa and other African Countries in 
search of a greener pasture. The rate of unemployment will be greatly reduced if the youth of this 
country are supported financially after being trained in the Fine and Applied Art Courses, then they 
will keep their brains thinking and their hands working and the resultant effect will be the fast 
transformation of our higher education into a practical reality.  
 
Recommendations  

To transform higher education in Nigeria into a practical reality, the following 
recommendations are hereby made.   

• To improve the human resource, the government needs to train and develop Fine artists for 
teaching jobs and administrative work. The government should also assess teachers’ before 
employing them for teaching jobs to avoid hiring quacks who pose as teachers. It should also 
employ more teachers so that institutions can handle a larger number of students and be able to 
carried out more researches.  

• Upgrade infrastructures and equipment should be carried out in all tertiary institutions so as to 
create room for a better students’ enrolment in Fine and Applied Arts courses. 
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• There should be quality education in Fine and Applied Arts that will contribute to the 
country’s economy. Emphasis on technical and vocational educational courses is highly 
preferred for transformation of higher education in Nigeria for triumph of technological 
progression which is one of the goals of Nigeria development target (vision 20:2020) 

• Government agencies should patronize art works from higher institutions such as house hold 
products, furniture, metal works, etc so as to encourage them. This is in link with the 
Government’s desire to promote made in Nigeria goods.    

• Fine and Applied Arts graduates from all tertiary institutions should be given soft loans or 
special take-off grants to enable them start their own businesses as this will reduce the high 
rate of unemployment in the country.      

• Department of Fine and Applied Art should be established, in more universities, colleges of 
education and polytechnics as this will increase the student’s enrolment into Fine and Applied 
Art courses.  
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